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SUBJECT: DEPARTURE PRC AMBASSADOR 

1 . AMB AND MRSM LI YAO-WEN LEFT DAR ES SALAAM 18 JAN ON 
TRANSFER TO PEKING. NO SUCCESSOR HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED. LI 
DELAYED HIS DEPARTURE TO PRESIDE OVER HIS EMBASSY'S 
RECEIVING CONDOLENCE CALLS AT DEATH OF PREMIER CHOU, IN 
COURSE OF WHICH HE APPEARED TO US TO MANIEEST GENUINE 
PERSONAL GRIEF. 

2. WE DO NOT KNOW IF THE LIS WERE ABLE TO FOLLOW THROUGH 
ON THEIR ORIGINAL ITINERARY WHICH INCLUDED A VISIT WITH 
FRIENDS AT THE PRC EMBASSY IN CAIRO ON THE WAY HOME. 
BOTH LIS SAID THEY WERE HOPING EOR SOME LEAVE AT HOME IN 
SHANTUNG - "EVEN AT THIS SEASON" - BEFORE TAKING UP 
UNDISCUSSED RESPONSIBILITIES IN PEKING. 
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